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EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT
ASSOCIATION
Chapter 135 News

Upcoming
Events:
Wednesday, May 6
2015
Spencer Municipal Airport
Certification of experimental
aircraft
EAA 999 Chapter Meeting
7p.m. - 9p.m.
Phone: 515-289-4817 (Joseph
Quiring)
Email: joseph.quiring@faa.gov
Website: www.faasafety.gov

Saturday, May 9 2015
Pella Municipal Airport (PEA)
Tulip Time Flight Breakfast
7a.m. - 10a.m.
Phone: 641-628-9393 (Shane
Vande Voort)
Email:
shane@flyclassicaviation.com
Website:
www.pellatuliptime.com

EAA Chapter 135

Next Chapter Meeting
Saturday - May 9th, 2015
Husband Field - Dallas Center
Fly in or Drive in
Hosted by Mike Graber and Rich Milburn
5:00p.m. Grill Starts
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Saturday, May 9 Sunday, May 10 2015
Quad City Air Show
Davenport Municipal Airport
5 - 8 p.m.
Phone: 563-285-7469
Email:
info@quadcityairshow.com
Website:
www.quadcityairshow.com

Saturday, May 16 2015
Orange City Municipal Airport
(ORC)
Fly-in Breakfast
7 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Phone: 712-737-4493 (Mark
Vogel)

Saturday, May 16 2015
Ankeny Regional Airport (IKV)
Iowa Aviation Heritage Museum
Antique aircraft fly-in
Classic car show & shine
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Lunch served
Pilots in command eat free
Website:
www.iowaaviationheritagemuseu
m.webs.com

Saturday, May 16 2015
Marion Airport (C17)
Free Young Eagle Flights
Ages 8-17
9a.m. - noon
EAA Chapter 33
Phone: 319-393-6484 (Connie
White)
Email: rcwhite691@gmail.com
Website: www.eaa33.org

EAA Chapter 135

Navigating a box canyon
Posted April 26th, 2015 by Jeffrey Madison /
generalaviationnews.com
I once flew into a box canyon on purpose.
A friend of mine lived in a canyon between Pacific
Palisades and Malibu on the southern California coast.
He’d introduced me to a powerful men’s weekend retreat
and it course corrected my life. That one retreat helped me
achieve the dream of becoming a pilot, and so when I got
my helicopter license, I decided to give him a view of his
home like he’d never seen it.
He accepted the gift. That day, we departed Torrance
Airport to the east instead of to the west due to strong
easterly winds. Temperatures were also unusually high for
December.
Southern California pilots recognize this as a Santa Ana
condition — hot winds pouring out of the mountainous
desert into the bowl that is LA County — and they would
pay particular attention.
I, on the other hand, was paying more attention to
impressing my highly accomplished, millionaire friend
with the one skill I had that he didn’t — commanding a
helicopter to do my bidding.
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Sunday, May 17 2015
Green Castle Aero Club (IA24)
Fly In Bunch
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Phone: 770-833-1502 (Ryan)
Website:
www.greencastleaeroclub.com

Saturday, May 23 2015
Spencer Municipal Airport (SPW)
Fly-in lunch
8a.m. - 1p.m.
Lunch from 10a.m. - 1p.m.
Phone: 712-320-5280 (Layton
Vick)
Email: lcvii2@gmail.com

Tuesday, May 26 2015
Independence Municipal Airport
(IIB)
Tuesday Night Grill-Out at the
Airport
5 - 8 p.m.
Phone: 319-334-4000 (Johnathan
Walter/Walter Aviation)
Email:
info@quadcityairshow.com

Saturday, June 6 2015
Council Bluﬀs Municipal Airport
(CBF)
Great Plains Wing CAF Flight
Breakfast
8 - 11 a.m.
Phone: 402-981-4633 or
712-323-6042 (Jeﬀ Hutcheson)
Email:
jeffhutcheson3@gmail.com

May 2015

Twenty minutes later, we had crossed under the KLAX
approach paths, buzzed the surf alongside a few beaches
and flown over KSMO. A few minutes after that, we made
a right climbing turn into the mouth of a narrow box
canyon — his home canyon. I was fully aware of what I
was doing. I was flying a narrower, R-22 helicopter, so I
didn’t see a problem.
It was a treat to witness how thrilled he was to be flying
over his street, well up the incline and finally above his
house, near to the hills. I tried to bring us into a hover, but
no amount of control inputs would keep us in one spot.
Before he might notice there was a problem, I just eased
us into a slow circle around his property. What I began to
realize after a handful of turns was our inability to
maintain altitude. We were slowly sinking.
I motioned to my watch to indicate time to go. Then I
tried to fly up and out of the mouth of the canyon. No go.
Santa Ana downdrafts pouring oﬀ the near vertical
terminating cliﬀ were overpowering our little Robinson.
Things didn’t look good. I kicked 180° and tried to climb
into the wind, straight at the canyon. Also no go. We didn’t
sink, but we didn’t climb much either. Then I remembered
my training.
I turned back around, away from the canyon walls, flew a
few yards and then circled back toward the canyon. That
gained me a few feet. So I did it again. I flew tight little
360s, ascending a few feet for every revolution until I was
above the canyon ridge and free of the Santa Ana’s grip.
Thankfully, while I sweated that out, my oblivious friend
thought we were just having more fun over his
neighborhood.
I learned three powerful lessons that day. First, even a
strong headwind won’t overcome high density altitude in
an underpowered trainer aircraft. Second, there are
dangers other than a low visibility Controlled Flight into
Terrain event in a box canyon. Third, I had to give the
same high priority to the weather forecast on clear days as
I did on cloudy ones.
Just as my box canyon encounter exposed lapses in my
mental flight preparation, this report from NASA’s
Aviation Safety Reporting System sheds light on a near
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calamity for a Cessna 210 pilot.
He was tasked to conduct an Initial Operating Experience flight with another company pilot
already qualified in Cessna 210s.
The pilot wrote, “In this instance, I regarded the IOE as just a formality wherein I simply rode
along with a pilot who had more time in the aircraft than I did.”
With marginal VFR conditions forecast for their route and time of flight, the IOE pilot
suggested taking an IFR-certified company plane instead of the one they had been assigned, a
VFR-only equipped model. The flying pilot expressed confidence that the flight would end
before IMC conditions might prevail, so the IOE pilot deferred to his judgment. No plane swap
was made. The pilot pair departed VFR with passengers on board.
They arrived at 9,500 feet above the river landmark leading to the summit they intended to
cross. There, clouds obscured the mountain tops. Below valley visibility appeared marginal. The
flying pilot claimed to have a good visual on the road leading up to the summit. They decided to
press on up the canyon, but only as long as visual with the road could be maintained.
Both pilots were so locked on watching the canyon walls disappear behind misty clouds that it
took a passenger to point out to them the airplane’s loss of altitude — 500 feet at that point.
That’s when the flying pilot realized he had put the plane and passengers in a bad fix. He
attempted a descending 180° turn, but the IOE pilot stopped the turn. He recognized an
imminent Controlled Flight into Terrain catastrophe, as they were about to descend into a box
canyon.
The IOE pilot instructed the flying pilot to climb instead. They circled in the canyon,
maintaining visual separation from the canyon walls until they made 12,500 feet. There, the IOE
pilot gave the flying pilot a heading toward a waypoint and told him to use their VFR-only GPS
for course guidance.
They departed the clouds into VFR conditions, but not before collecting a significant load of
rime ice.
The reporting pilot surmised that complacency had led him to slack decision making.
He summed up his analysis in the NASA report by stating, “I certainly recognize that we were
fortunate to survive a situation that has killed far better pilots than ourselves.”
In actuality, those pilots were trapped in a box canyon before they even took oﬀ. By betting the
flight would end before the weather worsened, the two left themselves no alternatives. If both
pilots had been willing to suﬀer the inconvenience of the bureaucratic paperwork shuﬄe
involved in an equipment swap, the whole situation would have been avoided.
I found at least one NASA report that revealed an unusual origin of some box canyons
— bureaucracy.
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New York City’s Class B airspace has an Exclusion Zone along the Hudson and East Rivers. In it,
VFR aircraft can fly along the Manhattan skyline without interfering with approaches and
departures from busy Kennedy, LaGuardia and Newark airports.
A 700-hour private pilot with a lot of experience flying in that Exclusion Zone took issue with
how he believes the procedure in the zone must be flown.
According to this pilot, the procedure advises pilots flying north in the East River corridor to
stay along the east side of the river. Southbound pilots must stay on the west side. The East
River ceiling is 1,500 feet. The Hudson’s ceiling is up to, but not including, 1,300 feet mean sea
level.
Pilots must execute a 180° turn just above the Manhattan Bridge to stay within uncontrolled
airspace and in the corridor. This pilot estimates that the width of the corridor at the turning
point is about 2,500 feet. That would seem suﬃcient for a low-power, slow-moving, fixed-wing
airplane.
He writes: “On more than one occasion I have had to compensate for strong eastern and
southerly breezes during the 180° maneuver, by first crossing to the west side of the river and
then turning in a clockwise direction into the prevailing wind, returning to the west side flying in
the southerly direction rather than turning counterclockwise, as one might normally. I learned to
be aware of the prevailing winds after having to abort a counterclockwise turn to the opposite
side when winds reduced the eﬀective width of the river corridor and the safe execution of the
maneuver seemed in doubt.”
Here’s the thing: Neither the New York Class B Airspace Hudson River and East River Exclusion
training material provided by FAAsafety.gov nor the Special Flight Rules Area Guide specifically
mandate or prohibit northbound flight along the East River west bank and vice versa. In fact, it
is only along the Hudson River Exclusion Zone where instructions are applied.
On the Skyline Route chart, the wording is “Northbound aircraft…expect to fly along the east
bank of the Hudson River…. Southbound aircraft…expect to fly along the west bank of the
Hudson River.”
On the New York Special Flight Rules Area chart, the text is more direct, “…thence north along
the east bank of the Hudson…” and “…thence south along the west bank of the Hudson.”
Am I the only one who sees a bureaucratic box canyon?
The bottom line is a box canyon can be physical, mental or governmental. Be wary.
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The FOGZ (Flying Old Geezers) group flew to
Sully on 4/23/15
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Scales Rental Info
All scale rentals require a check for $200 deposit (Will be returned, uncashed, upon timely scale
return). Three day rentals. May be extended for three additional days at no charge, if there are no
other conflicting requests for their use, with notification by phone. Otherwise late fee of $100/day
applies.
Chapter 135 members (must be member
3 months prior to rental date.)……..…………..$25.00 for 3 days
National EAA member,
but not Chapter 135 member…………………….$75.00 for 3 days
A&P or FBO rate…………………………………….$125.00 for 3 days
Copy of rental agreement available by fax or email by calling Craig Martin at 515.250.3124 or email to
cmartindsm@gmail.com
Scales are kept at Wisecup Willow Aviation (Craig Martin)

Membership Dues
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
EAA No : ______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________
e-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________
Dues are $20.00 per year — Dues are due July 1 and run through June 30. (After January 1st you may pay
$30.00 for 11/2 years)
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $200.00
You must be a member of the National EAA.
You may mail your dues to our treasurer:
Dave Kalwishky
4224 Grandview Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50317
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EAA Chapter 135
Wesley McComb
1607 Vine Street
Dallas Center, IA 50063
wmmccomb84@gmail.com

2015 Chapter 135 Officers and Board Members
Officers:
President:…………….....………....…….Marc Broer…….............….515-249-8511.......marc@countylineprinting.com
Vice President:…………………………..Vacant.............................................................................................................
Treasurer:………………………………….Dave Kalwishky.…...........515-266-4001................……dave@kalwishky.com
Secretary:…………………………………Wesley McComb..............816-805-4412............wmmccomb84@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor:…………………….Wesley McComb..............816-805-4412...........wmmccomb84@gmail.com
Young Eagles Coordinator:…………Alan Core……………..…..…515-961-4524……....….………indypurr@juno.com

Board Members:
Craig Martin…………………………..................…..515-250-3124…….................………………cmartindsm@gmail.com
Matt Smith…………………………..................…….515-418-1860……......................………………mattst18@mchsi.com
Mike Graber……………………..................………..515-993-3421……………...................……….mgraber914@msn.com
Paul Reinke……………......…………............………515-367-2105……...…..preinke@energycontroltechnologies.com
Rich Milburn……………………....................…….515-834-2954………………...................……rchrdmilburn@aol.com
Alan Hummel…………………………….................515-961-7304…....................……………..hummel7304@gmail.com
Jim Zuehls…………………………….......................515-408-8107……..........................……………..jjzuehls@gmail.com
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