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Upcoming
Events:
Sunday, Oct. 18
Green Castle Aero Club
(IA24)
Pumpkin Splat! (Pumpkin
Drop)
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Phone: 770-833-1502 (Ryan)
Website:
www.greencastleaeroclub.
com

Saturday, Oct. 24

Next Chapter Meeting
Saturday - October 17th, 2015
Ankeny Airport (IKV) @ 6:00 p.m.
Election of Board Members
EAA Video
Upstairs at Exec 1

Mount Pleasant Municipal
Airport (MPZ)
Fly-in breakfast
7 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Phone: 319-385-8122 (Cliﬀord
Baker)
Email:
flylow985@yahoo.com
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Teenager restores vintage plane to awardwinning condition
By Meg Godlewski/ Posted October 1st, 2015 / www.generalaviationnews.com
Most people spend their teenage years planning their future. But Dillon Barron, who just
turned 20 in June, spent a good portion of his teen years with an eye to the past as he restored a
1950’s-era Cessna 170B to fresh-from-the-factory condition.
So far, ultralight pilots from 15 countries have signed up to participate in the event.
To see where people have signed up to fly or to add your RSVP by adding your location to the
event, visit the group’s ZeeMaps page.
Dillon and his father Mike made the trip to this year’s SUN ‘n FUN in the restored Cessna from
their home in Perry, Missouri. The pair spent a good part of their time sitting under the wing
telling the story of the polished metal and blue airplane.
Dad Mike, an A&P/IA, proudly notes that Dillon did the lion’s share of the work.
The teen’s eﬀorts did not go unnoticed. The C-170B brought home the award for the Best
Restored Classic, as well as the Youth Achievement Award from SUN ‘n FUN.
Dillon is modest about the accomplishment.
“I was born and raised in aviation,” he said. “My father and grandfather both flew for TWA and
my father started Barron Aviation, a business that rebuilds Cessna 195s, so I guess you could say

EAA Chapter 135

Page 2

Number Ten

October 2015

I was born and raised around the old classics. I love the old radial engines. I grew up in the shop
working with my dad.”
As a pre-teen, Dillon flew model aircraft, and by the time he was 14, had learned to fly gliders.
“I soloed a glider on my 14th birthday,” he said. “On my 16th birthday I set a record for soloing
the most conventional aircraft in one day. My dad was my instructor.”
You can find the 16th birthday video on YouTube and join Dillon in the cockpit as he solos no
fewer than seven aircraft, ranging from classic Cessna singles to a twin Beech.
Dillon began the restoration on the C-170B when he was just 14 years old.
“The airplane had been sitting derelict on the ramp at the airport in Hannibal, Missouri, across
the river from Perry, for about 20 years,” he recalled. “It had been blown around in storms and
was pretty beat up and in rough shape. The rudder was all beat apart. It was home to all sorts of
critters and insects.”
“My father oﬀered me a proposal,” he continued. “He said he would buy the project and supply
the parts if I did all the work, then we’d have an airplane to fly around.”
Dillon agreed, and soon found himself inside the cabin of the airplane that had been sitting on
the ramp and neglected since before he was born.
One of the first tasks was to eradicate the wildlife.
“It had bird nests, mud daubers — virtually every kind of bug you can think of was in there,”
he said. “There were mouse nests up in the headliner, which has a zipper. It was a hot and sticky
day the day I went to unzip it, and when I did, the insulation comes raining down, sticking to my
face, and baby mice were hitting the floor.”
The next step was to dismantle the airplane. Parts were removed, inspected and either cleaned or
replaced. Although the airplane had passed through at least three diﬀerent owners, there was
suﬃcient paperwork to recreate the airplane’s history and, therefore, original appearance.
“We found a lot of documentation on it,” he said. “And there were some unusual things, as well.
For example, although the airplane rolled out of the Cessna factory in late November of 1953, the
serial number assigned to it put it on the Cessna rolls as a 1954 aircraft.”
The engine is a 145-horsepower, 6-cylinder Continental. All three generations of Barron men did
the overhaul.
“My dad and I worked on it and my grandfather John, who is an A&P, found details in the aircraft
manual on how to tie-wrap the ignition leads, so he did the ones on the airplane the old
fashioned way,” said Dillon.
There are some cosmetic flaws in the details of the airplane that were recreated on purpose.
“Because that’s how it came out of the factory,” Dillon explained. “For example, the letter ‘C’ in
the word Cessna on one side of the tail is squared, but on the other side, the letter C has a more
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rounded appearance. In addition, the letter ‘A’ has a thick side and a thin side. It’s sort of flipped
on the other side of the tail. Also, the paint in the dorsal side of the airplane is not symmetrical.
The paint line starts on one side a rivet sooner than it is on the other side, so the paint line is oﬀcenter. We put the flaws back in because they are unique to this airplane.”
To get the colors right he carefully matched chips of paint that were found when components
were removed.
“We found examples of the original blue under the venturi,” he said. “There was no ultraviolet
light damage, no fading, so it was perfect. Back in those days, gloss paint wasn’t around, so when
we repainted the airplane we took care to give the clear coat sort of a matted appearance like it
would have had in the 1950s.”
The polishing of the metal took hours and hours, he reported.
The cosmetic detail continued inside the airplane where placards were painstaking restored to
the original font, size and color using a brush and stencil. The diamond-print panel was recreated
using paint and a plastic overlay, and carefully crafted decals.
They had the benefit of a few color photographs, but, said Dillon, “You could tell that the
pictures had been doctored,” therefore the integrity of the color was suspect.
“Most of the pictures in the Pilot’s Operating Handbook are line drawings, with the men in
slacks and white shirts and black ties and hats,” he noted.
Despite this, he is reasonably certain that the airplane looks just as it did when it came from the
factory.
“I even had the cockpit metal re-plated and re-chromed,” he said, pointing to the ashtrays.
Although smoking is not permitted in the airplane, smoking was fashionable during the airplane’s
heyday.
For the interior upholstery, Dillon had the help of Darlene Heightmeyer, a local woman who
often works on boat interiors. The airplane interior is still pristine and smells of leather.
“We also took out a radio that had been added after 1954 and put the correct vintage one, a Lear
Radio, back in for display,” said Dillon.
He has also added a vintage headset, E6-B, a 1950s sectional. Some 1950s-era suitcases and a
fedora in the backseat add the finishing touch for the static display.
“This airplane is a time capsule,” Dillon laughed.
Dillon finished the airplane in time to take his private pilot checkride in it on his 17th birthday
— and has been flying it since then.
The airplane will not become a hangar queen, he stressed. It is a flying, go someplace, do
something airplane, but he’s not sure how much time he will get in it in the next few months
EAA Chapter 135

Page 4

Number Ten

October 2015

because he is enrolled in the Flight Operations Management program at the University of
Central Missouri and will be focusing on school.
“That’s where my father, grandfather and grandmother went,” he said with a smile.

Scales Rental Info
All scale rentals require a check for $200 deposit (Will be returned, uncashed, upon timely scale return).
Three day rentals. May be extended for three additional days at no charge, if there are no other conflicting
requests for their use, with notification by phone. Otherwise late fee of $100/day applies.
Chapter 135 members (must be member
3 months prior to rental date.)……..…………..$25.00 for 3 days
National EAA member,
but not Chapter 135 member…………………….$75.00 for 3 days
A&P or FBO rate…………………………………….$125.00 for 3 days
Copy of rental agreement available by fax or email by calling Craig Martin at 515.250.3124 or email to
cmartindsm@gmail.com
Scales are kept at Wisecup Willow Aviation (Craig Martin)
Des Moines Int’l Airport

Membership Dues
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
EAA No : ______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________
e-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________
Dues are $20.00 per year — Dues are due July 1 and run through June 30. (After January 1st you may pay
$30.00 for 11/2 years)
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $200.00
You must be a member of the National EAA.
You may mail your dues to our treasurer:
Dave Kalwishky
4224 Grandview Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50317
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EAA Chapter 135
Wesley McComb
1607 Vine Street
Dallas Center, IA 50063
wmmccomb84@gmail.com

2015 Chapter 135 Officers and Board Members
Officers:
President:………………………………….Marc Broer…….......….….515-249-8511……marc@countylineprinting.com
Vice President:…………………………..Vacant…………….…….....................…………………..........................................
Treasurer:………………………………….Dave Kalwishky..…........515-266-4001…............……dave@kalwishky.com
Secretary:………………………………….Wesley McComb…...…..515-305-0540….……wmmccomb84@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor:…………………….Wesley McComb……..…..515-305-0540………wmmccomb84@gmail.com
Young Eagles Coordinator:…………Alan Core……………………515-961-4524…………………indypurr@juno.com

Board Members:
Craig Martin……………………………..515-250-3124………………................................……cmartindsm@gmail.com
Matt Smith……………………………….515-418-1860……….....................................……………mattst18@mchsi.com
Mike Graber……………………………..515-993-3421……………..................................……….mgraber914@msn.com
Paul Reinke………………………………515-367-2105………………...……..preinke@energycontroltechnologies.com
Alan Hummel…………………..………515-961-7304………………..............................…..…hummel7304@gmail.com
Jim Zuehls…………………….…………515-408-8107……………….......................................……..jjzuehls@gmail.com
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